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Contribution to the AWG-LCA and to the Chair's Note entitled
"ldeas and proposals on paragraph 1 of the Bali Action Plan"

lntroduction

The Republ ic of  Bol iv ia 's v is ion is of  a wor ld in which al l  people l ive wel l  in harmony with other
hurnan beings and with our Pachamama (Mother Earth) -  that  is  the Suma Qamana "vis ion".

This v is ion cal ls on us to abandon the mindless pursui t  of  l iv ing better,  and seek to Live Wel l ,  in
harmony with each other,  the Earth and i ts c l imate system.

To real ize th is v is ion,  Bol iv ia bel ieves we must address the structural  causes of  c l imate change.
Competit ion and the thirst for profit without l imits of the capitalist system are destroying the
planet.  Under Capi ta l isrn,  we are not human beings but consumers.  Under Capi ta l ism, Mother
Earth does not exist ,  instead there are raw mater ia ls.  Capi ta l ism is the source of  the
asymmetr ies and imbalances in the wor ld.  l t  generates luxury,  ostentat ion and waste for  a few,
whi le mi l l ions in thg wor ld die f rom hunger in the wor ld.  In the hands of  Capi ta l ism, everything
becomes a cornmodity:  the water,  the soi l ,  the human genome, the ancestral  cul tures,  just ice,

ethics,  death . . .  and l i fe i tsel f .  Everything, absolutely everything, can be bought and sold and
under Capi ta l ism. And even "c l imate change" i tsel f  has become a business.

As long as we do not change the capitalist sybtem for a systern based in complementarity,
sol idar i ty and harmony between the people and nature,  the measures that we adopt to address
cl imate change wi l l  be pal l iat ives that wi l l  be l imi ted and precar ious in character.

Our efforts to tackle climate change must address these structural causes of clirnate change,
including our engagement in the UNFCCC process, and the discussions in the Ad Hoc Working
Group on Long-term Cooperative Action under the Convention (AWG-LCA).

As a contr ibut ion to th is goal ,  th is note sets out Bol iv ia 's prel iminary v iews on relevant elements
of the Bal i  Act ion Plan including the ideas and proposals set  out in the Chair 's  Note ent i t led
"ldeas and proposals on paragraph 1 of the Bali Action Plan" (FCCC/AWGLCA/2008/L61. As this is
a relat ively new i tem, Bol iv ia wi l l  have further elaborat ions.

Bol iv ia insists that  the Assernbly Document should be structured to ref lect  the real i ty of  the
cl imate cr is is.  In the f i rst  instance, i t  is  imperat ive that  the c l i rnate harms that are being done
must stop, and that those l iable for  producing harm are held to account.  Bol iv ia holds that  the
developed countr ies which are responsible for  the c l imate change problem since the industr ia l
revolut ion should be held l iable for  the damage caused by c l imate change to countr ies and
peoples.  The developed countr ies should pay compeqsat ion for  the pa t and future
d a m a ge ca used fiTlGJfrpbtK ottfi r rtil6* s".

Second, the v ict ims must be provided with the means to adapt in a manner that  a l lows for
survival  and addresses the real  or ig ins of  harm. Third,  those harmed must be compensated, in a
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manner and a level  that  fu l ly  recognizes histor ic responsibi l i ty  and the imperat ive of  get t ing on

to the path of  L iv ing Wel l .

Bol iv ia does not accept the inclusion of  language relat ing to di f ferent iat ion,  graduat ion and

related issues and cal ls for  sect ions in the document on these issues to be deleted.

*' l .  Enhanced action on adaptation

Bol iv ia is not responsible for  the harmful  and real  ef fects of  c l imate change, and those which are

rnust shoulder their  responsibi l i ty .  ln 2OO7, Bol iv ia lost  an est imated 4% of GDP owing to the

effects of  c l imate change. Adaptat ion f inancing must fu l ly  cover the damages incurred as a

product of  adapt ing to c l imate change.

The resources for c l imate change at  present are unfair ly distr ibuted. More resources are

directed to reduce emissions (mitigation) and less to reduce the effects of climate change that

all the countries suffer (adaptation), The vast majority of resources flow to those countries that

have pol luted the most,  and not to the countr ies which have preserved the environment most.

Around 80% of the Clean Development Mechanism projects are concentrated in a few

developing countr ies.

We cal l  on ef for ts to promote equi table adaptat ion act ions that recognize histor ic responsibi l i ty ,

wi th programs and plans with the part ic ipat ion of  local  cornmunit ies and indigenous people in

the framework of  fu l l  respect for  and implementat lon of  the Uni ted Nat ions Declarat ion on the

Rights of  Indigenous Peoples.

l l. Enhanced action on the provision of f inancial resources and investment to support

action on mitigation and adaptation and technology cooperation

The provis ion of  f inance and technology needed to address c l imate change is compensatory.

Acknowledging the histor ical  ecological  debt that  the developed countr ies owe to the planet,

Annex I  Part ies must create an Integral  Financial  Mechanism for Liv ing Wel l  to support

developing countr ies in cover ing the ful l  costs of  implement ing their  p lans and programmes for

adaptat ion to and mit igat ion of  c l imate change; the innovat ion,  development and transfer of

technology; in the preservat ion and i rnprovement of  the s inks and reservoirs;  response act ions

to the ser ious natural  d isasters caused by c l imate change; and the carry ing out of  sustainable

and eco-fr iendly development plans.

Financing from developed countr ies must be suff ic ient  to provide developing countr ies wi th

compensat ion for  lost  development opportuni t ies under capi ta l ism, and ful l  f inancing for

nat ional  act ions,  technologies and other ef for ts taken to address the c l imate cr is is caused by the

over-use by developed countr ies of  our shared atmospher ic resource. In other words,  i t  has to

finance the "passage" from a failed capitalist system that is the root cause of climate change, to

a new economic system of Liv ing Wel l ,  which is based on complementar i ty,  sol idar i ty and

harrnony between the people and nature.
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