
Findings
ÅMarojejyNational Park was heavily impacted by the illegal logging as early as January 2009.  This also 

applies to MasoalaNational Park and MakiraNatural Park (Figures 1, 2).

ÅThousands of poorly paid workers have been involved in the logging within these parks and reserves 

(Débois2009), but only a few dozen persons are responsible for exporting the logs to China (Table 1).

ÅAt least 598 containers of rosewood were exported from Vohemarto China in late April 2009 and a 

minimum of 314 containers have been shipped from Toamasinasince March (Table 1, Schuurmanand 

Lowry 2009).

ÅAnother 55 containers have been exported in October (Table 1) and 170 containers on 04 December. 

ÅThe government seized 91 containers of rosewood in October 2009 but no information has since been 

released concerning the confiscated timber.

ÅThe minimum number of rosewood trees cut in the north-eastern protected areas is estimated at between 

22,875 and 45,750 for MarojejyNational Park and the northern sector of MasoalaNational Park, and an 

estimated minimum of 7,750 and 15,500 from MakiraNatural Park and the southern sector of Masoala

National Park (Table 2).

ÅThe rosewood logs, or óbola-bolaô, are painstakingly carried by astonishingly poorly paid workers to the 

nearest river, where they are bound together with lighter logs and floated downstream. To float one 

rosewood log downstream, four or five lighter trees must therefore be cut down within a park or reserve.

ÅWith an optimal density of 5 exploitable rosewood trees per hectare in northern Madagascar, the total 

area impacted in Marojejyand northern Masoalais estimated at between 4,575 and 15,250 hectares, 

while illegal logging has affected between 1,550 and 5,200 hectares in MakiraNatural Park and southern 

MasoalaNational Park (Table 2).

ÅWith satellite images obtained on 02 December 2009, we were able to locate several depots of

rosewood (Figure 3), even though export of rosewood after 

30 November 2009 is forbidden.

ÅThe decree issued on 21 September 2009 permitting the exporting 

of 25 containers by each of the 13 established timber traders, 

encouraged more people to join the trade of precious timber, 

particularly from Antananarivo (Table 3).
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Introduction and History
Natural resources are inevitably placed at risk during 

political turmoil, social conflict and war. The political fallout 

in Madagascar during 2009 has resulted in its wildlife and 

flora suffering to an unprecedented extent. A recent 

government decree permitted exportation of illegally-

logged rosewood, thereby effectively legalizing illegality. 

Such contradictions with regards to the exploitation of 

precious timber in Madagascar are not new: they can be 

traced back over decades, for example extraction of wood 

from the Zombitseprotected area (pp. 145-148 Nicoll& 

Langrand1989). The current frenzy of illegal rosewood 

extraction in north-eastern Madagascar has been 

erratically publicized since April 2009, but only since 

October has more detailed information been released. 

Well in excess of 500 containers of rosewood were 

exported to China in late April 2009 (Débois2009) and a 

recent survey conducted by Global Witness shows that 

this wood was sourced from protected areas (Lough

2009).

Objectives
To prevent future forest destruction we need to:

ÅUnderstand the dynamics of how Madagascar's forests 

have been affected by political events.

ÅUnderstand why illegal timber extraction escalated so 

dramatically during a period when conservation efforts 

have never been so crucial.

ÅFind a solution with regards to what should be done with 

the remaining seized logs to prevent future logging.

Methodology
Events during Madagascar's 2009 political turmoil 

progressed at great speed. Simultaneously, 

rampant illegal logging spread through officially 

protected north-eastern forests. People resident 

there collected information by: 

- counting the trucks transporting rosewood;

- counting the rosewood logs in open depots, 

at confluences or in estuaries of rivers, as 

well as in towns, particularly north-eastern 

ports; 

- counting and photographing containers 

packed with rosewood.

Most of the information gathered, including data 

on thousands of individuals involved in the 

rosewood traffic, has been recently published in 

local and international newspapers (ex. Patel 

2007, Débois2009, Schuurman2009, 

Schuurmanand Lowry 2009). 

From November 2009 we also searched the 

Antalaharegion for log depots using the GeoEye-

1 high-resolution satellite. The images ordered 

have a spatial resolution of 50cm enabling the 

detection of stacked timber as well as of trucks, 

canoes and boats used to transport logs.

Table 1.Recent activities in illegal rosewood logging in North-eastern Madagascar (numbers are minimal estimates).
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Figure 3. Image from GeoEyeSatellite (02 December 2009) of Antalahawith several timber depots identified. The four close-ups with a radius of 100m 

show rosewood stacks.

A potential solution: 

The ôRosewood Counterpart Fundõ 
According to the legislation, the Malagasy government has no option but to seize 

the remaining cut timber. By doing this, the illegal logs become legal and will have 

to be auctioned with the classical risk of encouraging more illegal logging of 

precious wood. As for other procedures in counterpart funding, the government 

could adopt a similar system to that which was in place in 1990 with US-AID's 

counterpart funds, so Madagascar could effectively 'sell' the value of the logs to a 

charity or NGO aiming to uplift local communities or conserve wildlife. Moneys 

earned will enter a special rosewood counter-part fund to finance conservation 

and development projects. These projects would receive the funds as well as the 

logs, which could be carved and used in the communities on site; the logs would 

not be exported.

Table 2. Estimate of the numbers of rosewood trees illegally removed from north-eastern protected areas

(* exploitable tree density is estimated at 3-5 trees per ha inside protected areas only).

Bleeding stump 

of a recently cut rosewood in 

northeastern Madagascar, as 

described by Débois (2009).
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Figure 1.Parks heavily impacted by illegal logging in North-eastern 

Madagascar. Yellow squares show depots (confluences and 

estuaries of rivers) and some sites where rosewood trees are 

known to have been extracted.
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*  the price declared on contracts is approximately $5,500 per ton, but we have discovered from well placed sources that the true selling price is closer 

to $10,000 per ton for top calibrerosewood. Our calculations are based on this figure.

Table 3. New traders in the process of approval

The only shipping company which continues to be 

actively involved in the transportation of illegally-

sourced precious timber from Madagascar is 

DelmasShipping, a subsidiary of CMA CGM.

Names, city

Compagny Sea and Sun SARL, Antalaha 

Heritiana Jacquis RAZAKAMAHEFA, Antananarivo 

Honoré Velondrazana TOANDRO, Antananarivo 

Josie Noe France Nita MAHARITSY, Toamasina

RASOANAIVO, Antalaha

Société HERY, Antananarivo

Société ISLAND WOOD, Antananarivo

Société Magnat Mater Mining SARL (3M), Antalaha 

Société Nouvelle d'Exploitation des Produits SARL, Sambava

Figure 2. Rosewood logs piled along a river 

before they are floated down to the estuary.

People and companies 

involved in the rosewood 

trade in Madagascar 2009

Number of 

containers

Minimum 

Selling price*
Traders importing ebony and rosewood (All except two are in China)

Etienne ANONA, Antalaha  25 $5,000,000Zhang Jiagang Free Trade Zone Zone Anxing Wood International Trade Co LTD  

Martin BEMATANA, Antalaha  42 $8,400,000Beijing YintuoInvestmentCo LTD  /  Dalian RisingIntern.ationalTradingCo   /  Shanghai Hong 

Sheng Industryand Trade Co LTD   /  Shanghai Tan TanTrade Co LTD  /  OceanTradingCyLTD, 

KwaiHung

Christian Claude BEZOKINY, 

Antalaha  
49 $9,800,000Shanghai King Tird International Trade Co LTD   

Thierry BODY, Antalaha  56 $11,200,000China TushuShanghai PudongImport & Export Co  /  HH International Trade Co LTD  / Tianjin 

WinstarInternational Trade Co LTD  /  Zhang JiagangFree Trade Zone AnxingWood Int. Trade Co 

LTD, Jiangsu  /  HongtaiWood Industry, Hong Kong 

Kara CHAN HOY LANE, Antalaha  20 $4,000,000Herowise Engineering LTD - Shanghai Tong Sheng Furniture Co LTD  

William GUERRA, Antalaha  33 $6,600,000Beijing YintuoInvestmentCo LTD  / China TushuShanghai PudongImport & Export Co /  Dalian 

SkInternational Freightfor Wading Co LTD  /  Foshan NanhaiGuchengYouwayCo LTD  /  HH 

International Trade Co LTD  /  Shenzhen City UanLong Createsthe World Co LTD  /  Zhang 

JiagangFree Trade Zone  /  AnxingWood International Trade Co LTD  /  OceanTradingCyLTD, 

KwaiHung  /  Zhenjiang WillignForeignTradingCo LTD, Hang Zhou

Jean-Pierre LAISOA, Antalaha  81 $16,200,000Flavour Handking LLC  /  Foshan Everlasting Enterprise Co LTD  /  Herowise Engineering LTD  /  

High Hope InternationaI Group Jiang Knit Wear & Home Textiles Import & Export Co LTD  /  Ocean 

Trading Co  /  Shanghai Tan Tan Trade Co LTD  /  Zhang Jiangang Jiangsu Skyrun Int. Group Co 

LTD  

Jean-Michel MALOHELY, Antalaha  21 $4,200,000Dalian Rising International Trading Co  /  Jiangsu Bosheng International Freigh & Forwarding Co 

LTD  /  High Hope InternationaI Group Jiang Knit Wear & Home Textiles Import & Export Co LTD  /  

Shanghai Tan Tan Trade Co LTD  

Grégoire NDAHINY, Antalaha  33 $6,600,000Beijing YintuoInvestmentCo LTD  /  China TushuShanghai PudongImport & Export Co  /  China 

MehecoTraditionalMedecinesand HealthproductsImport & Export Co  /  Foshan Nanhai

GuchengYouwayCo LTD  /  HH International Trade Co LTD 

Zhang JiangangFree Trade Zone /   AnxingWood International Trade Co LTD 

Zhejiang WillingForeignTradingCo LTD, Hang Zhou

Soa PATRICIA, Antalaha  61 $12 200 000Changshu JinbianfCraftFurnitureCo LTD   /  Xiamen High Water LogisticCo LTD  /  Shanghai Tan 

TanTrade Co LTD  /  Shanghai ShenjiInternational, Tanmu/  Shanghai Tong Sheng FurnitureCo 

LTD  /  Wuxi ShiZhou YeTextiles Co LTD, Wuxi  /  Society YickPO Intern. Investment, Hong Kong

Eugène SAM SOM MIOCK, 

Toamasina  
314 $62 800 000

Arland RAMIALISON, Antalaha, 

Tamatave  
33 $6,600,000Changsha Weichu Seed Industry LTD  /  China Tushu Shanghai Pudong Import & Export Co  / 

Dalian Rising International Trading Co  /  HH International Trade Co LTD  /  High Hope InternationaI 

Group Jiang Knit Wear & Home Textiles Import & Export Co LTD  /  Jiangsu Guotei International 

Group Orient Import & Export Co   /  Shanghai Tan Tan Trade Co LTD  /  Zhenjiang Willign Foreign 

Trading Co LTD, Hang Zhou

Jeannot RANJANORO, Antalaha  152 $30,400,000CECEIEC Tianjin International Trading LTD  /  China Artex Corporation Fujian Co LTD  / China Jilin 

Forest Industry Group Import & Export Co LTD  /  China Key Win International Trading LTD  /  

China National Forest Product Industry Co LTD  /  Dalian Yulin Import & Export Co LTD  /  

Dongguan Silver Dragon Commercial Co LTD  /  Flavour Handling LLC  /  Shanghai Silk Group Co 

LTD  /  Foshan Everlasting Enterprise Co LTD  /  GFTZ Chuda International Trading Co LTD  /  

Guangzhou Peijia Import & Export Trading Co LTD  /  HH International Trade Co LTD  /  Jilin 

Haitianxia Rosewood Co LTD  /  Shanghai Hong Sheng Industry and Trade Co LTD  /  Shanghai 

Tan Tan Trade Co LTD Wuxi Guangming Group Import & Export Co LTD  

Elia Rolaine SOA, Antalaha  7 $1,400,000Shanghai Tan Tan Trade Co LTD  /  China Meheco Tarditional medecines, Beijing

Roger THUNAM, Antalaha  120 $24,000,000Theodor Nagel GmbH Hamburg, Germany  /  Wuxi Guangming Group Import & Export Co LTD  / 

Shanghai Shang Fu  /  Tek'Asia International, Kow Loon  /  CITIC International Co LTD, Beijing

Angelin BEFOTOTO, Andapa  7 $1,400,000

Johnfrince BEKASY, Antalaha 21 $4,200,000Wuxi ShiZhou YeTextiles Co LTD, Wuxi  /  Shanghai ShenjiIntern; /  Shanghai Tong Sheng 

FurnitureCo LTD  /  ShagaiTantanTrade Co LTD  /  JiagyinhUaquanImport & Export Co ltd

Jean Galbert BETSIAROANA, 

Antalaha
7 $1,400,000Hong Kong King Chung Tram Co  /  High Water Logistic Co LTD, Xiamen

DESIRE, Antalaha 22 $4,400,000Ocean trade Co LTD

Nosiarivony RAKOTOARIVONY, 

Antalaha
4 $800,000 High Water Logistic Co LTD, Xiamen

Josephine RASOANIRINA, 

Sambava
1 $200,000 Sunover Size LTD, Mauritius

Edit SAO KUNE MBOTIFENO 10 $2,000,000Jiang Yin Hua QuanImport & Export Co LTD  /  HongtaiWood Industry, Hong Kong  /  HH 

International Trade Co LTD, Tianjin  /  China TushuShanghai PudongImport & Export  /  Jiangsu 

Light IndustrialProductsImport & Export, Nanjing

Super Woodwork, Ivato 14 $2,800,000Foshan Nanhai Guichen, Wuxi Guangming Group Import & Export Co LTD

Eric TOTOBE, Antalaha 4 $800,000 Shenzhen City XuanLong Creates the World Co LTD, Shenzhen

1,137 containers  ð$227,400,000

Numbers
Weight 

(tons)

Number 

of logs

Min ðMax 

number of trees*

Containers exported from Vohemar, April 2009 598 11,960 60,000 15,000 ï30,000

Containers seized in Toamasina in October 2009 91 1,820 9,000 2,250 ï4,500

Containers exported in October and December 2009225 4,500 22,500 5,625 ï11,250

Sub totals éééééééééééé914 18,280 91,500 22,875 ð45,750

Area impactedin Marojejy& northernMasoalaéééééééééééé  4,575 ð15,250 hectares            

Containers exported from Toamasina, March 2009314 6,280 31,000 7,750 ï15,500

Area impacted in Makira & southern Masoala éé..ééééééééé.é 1,550 ð5,200 hectares


